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Wilberforce (1759-1833) was a man born to 

comfort but discomforted by the conditions of suffering 
people. What to the people of his day seemed impossible 
and unthinkable seems to us, in our day, inevitable. For 
5000 years the idea of human civilization without slav-
ery was unimaginable.  

Wilberforce can be pictured as standing as a 
kind of hinge in the middle of history: he pulled the 
world around a corner, and we can't even look back to 
see where we've come from. He vanquished the very 
mind-set that made slavery acceptable and allowed it to 
thrive for millennia. Even though slavery continues to 
exist, the idea that it is good is dead. Wilberforce over-
turned not just European view of slavery but its view of 
almost everything in the human sphere.  

Clapham Circle, an informal but influential com-
munity of like-minded souls outside London plotted 
good deeds together. Wilberforce was the greatest social 
reformer in the history of the world. He is the Washing-
ton of humanity. By his talents, wit, kindness, social 
power, universal acceptability, and love of society, he 
speedily became the center of attraction of all the clever 
and idle of his own and other colleges at Cambridge.  

 
Only a few of the 3m Africans who had been 

pressed into British slavery had ever set foot on British 
shores. The "Broken Window" argument (which trans-
formed New York City in the 1990s) was the lever by 

which Wilberforce replaced an entire world of brutality 
and misery with another of civility and hope, one that we 
now refer to as the Victorian era.  

The slave trade was one mass of iniquity from 
the beginning to the end. Like all evil systems, it cor-
rupted and ruined the lives of all who touched it. Sailors 
were brutalized physically and mentally by cruel cap-
tains and slaves were brutalized physically and mentally 
by both. The mortality among the English sailors on 
board slave ships was 25% annually. The slave trade 
ravaged and ruined the African economy.  

We get the idea that Wilberforce carried energy 
and chaos with him in his pockets along with his many 
books. Wilberforce realized that the problems with the 
Catholic church, like those with the Anglican church, 
had less to do with theology than with practice.  

In 1814 Napoleon surrendered after 22 years of 
war. 1824 Wilberforce was one of the founding mem-
bers of the SPCA. In 1834 800,000 slaves became free. 

 
[Wilberforce was the greatest social reformer in 

the history of the world. He vanquished the very mind-
set that made slavery acceptable and allowed it to thrive 
for millennia. The "Broken Window" argument (which 
transformed New York City in the 1990s) was the lever 
by which Wilberforce replaced an entire world of brutal-
ity and misery with another of civility and hope, one that 
we now refer to as the Victorian era.]

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


