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The unifying testimony of the human heart through-
out history is belief in life after death. Anyone who has been 
in foreign lands longs to return to his own native land. We 
regard paradise as our native land. A place is by nature physi-
cal, just as human beings are by nature physical. God never 
gave up on his original plan for human beings to dwell on 
Earth. God uses suffering and impending death to unfasten us 
from this earth and set our minds on what lies beyond.  

God promises to those who follow Jesus a resurrected 
life in a resurrected body with the resurrected Christ on a res-
urrected Earth. It’s our inaccurate thinking that causes us to 
choose to think so little about Heaven. When pastors don’t 
preach on Heaven, their congregations assume that the Bible 
doesn’t say much about it.  

Lies are Satan’s native tongue (John 8:44). One of his 
favorites is about Heaven, including God’s person and his 
people. Satan hates the New Heaven and the New Earth as 
much as a deposed dictator hates the new nation and new gov-
ernment that replaces his. He cannot keep Christ from defeat-
ing him, but he can persuade us that Christ’s victory is only 
partial, that God will abandon his original plan for mankind 
and the earth. Another source of our misconceptions about 
Heaven: naturalism, the belief that the world can be under-
stood in scientific terms, without recourse to spiritual or su-
pernatural explanations. The queen, who hates Aslan and 
wishes to conquer Narnia, tries to deceive them into thinking 
that whatever they cannot perceive with their senses must be 
imaginary—which is the essence of naturalism. The truth is 
the opposite of this—in fact, the dark world’s lamps are copies 
of the sun, and its cats are copies of Aslan. Heaven isn’t an 
extrapolation of earthly thinking; Earth is an extension of 
Heaven.  

Scripture presents heaven in many ways, including as 
a garden, a city, and a kingdom. Because gardens, cities, and 
kingdoms are familiar to us, they afford us a bridge to under-
standing Heaven. Too often we’ve been taught that Heaven is 
a non-physical realm, which cannot have real gardens, cities, 
kingdoms, building, banquets, or bodies. So we fail to take 
seriously what Scripture tells us about Heaven as a familiar, 
physical tangible place. Rather than ignore our imagination, 
we should fuel it with Scripture, allowing it to step through the 
doors that Scripture opens. If we can’t envision it, we can’t 
look forward to it. Our misguided attempts to make Heaven 
“sound spiritual” (non-physical) merely succeed in making it 
sound unappealing.  

God didn’t permit Paul to talk about his visit to 
Heaven. In contrast God commanded the apostle John to talk 
about his prolonged visit to Heaven, which he did in detail in 

the book of Revelation. Likewise, Isaiah and Ezekiel wrote 
about what they saw in Heaven. God’s thoughts are indeed 
higher than ours, but when he reduced his thoughts to words 
and reveals them in Scripture, he expects us to study them and 
understand them accurately. Our minds are so much set on 
Earth that we are unaccustomed to heavenly thinking, so we 
must work at it. Christians who did most for the present world 
were those who thought most of the next. While reason is the 
natural organ of truth, imagination is the organ of meaning 
(C.S. Lewis). Schaeffer always started with God’s revealed 
truth. But he exhorted us to let that truth fuel our imagination.  

Dante, in the inferno, envisioned this sign chiseled 
above Hell’s gate: “Abandon every hope, you who enter.” 
Satan has obvious motives for fueling our denial of eternal 
punishment: He wants unbelievers to reject Christ without 
fear; he wants Christians to be unmotivated to share Christ; 
and he wants God to receive less glory for the radical nature of 
Christ’s redemptive work.  

Jesus says more than anyone else in the Bible about 
hell (Matthew 10:28; 13:40-42; Mark 9: 43-44). C.S. Lewis 
said, “I have met no people who fully disbelieved in Hell and 
also had a living and life-giving belief in Heaven.” The bibli-
cal teaching on both stands or falls together. We cannot repu-
diate Hell without altogether repudiating Christ.  

Hell is the single greatest tragedy in the universe. Be-
cause God is the source of all good, and Hell is the absence of 
God, Hell must also be the absence of all good. Each person is 
in solitary confinement, just as the rich man is portrayed alone 
in Hell (Luke 16:22-23). Earth is an in-between world touched 
by both Heaven and Hell. The best life on Earth is a glimpse 
of Heaven; the worst of life is a glimpse of Hell. No one de-
serves forgiveness. If we did, we wouldn’t need it.  

By “Heaven,” we mean the place that Christians go 
when they die. I call this the present or intermediate Heaven. 
God’s children are destined for life as resurrected beings on a 
resurrected Earth. Enoch and Elijah appear to have been taken 
to Heaven in their physical bodies and may now be living in 
pre-resurrected bodies in Heaven, just as Christ is living there 
in his resurrected body. Moses and Elijah appeared physically 
with Christ at the transfiguration (Lk 9:28-36).  

It is a mistake to dismiss Jesus’ Luke 16:19-31 para-
ble as strictly figurative based on assumptions that the afterlife 
consists of disembodied people in a non-physical realm. It 
seems unlikely that Jesus would have depicted the afterlife in 
such concrete detail if it had nothing to teach us concerning 
the nature of Heaven and Hell. Naming Lazarus suggests that 
Jesus was speaking of a real man who had that name. Lazarus 
is with Abraham (and, by inference, others); the rich man is by 



2 

 

himself (no one else is mentioned). Both the rich man and 
Abraham reasoned and communicated, and they maintained 
their distinct identities from Earth (as did Lazarus), indicating 
direct continuity from their earthly lives to the after lives. The 
rich man and Lazarus are depicted as having physical forms. 
The rich man expresses concern for his lost brothers’ welfare 
and asks that Lazarus be sent to warn them. This indicates 
consciousness after death and clear memory of Earth and peo-
ple on Earth. If no real conclusions can be derived from the 
story, what is the value of its details? Jesus intended for us to 
picture people in the afterlife as real humans with thoughts, 
capacities, the same identity, memories, and awareness from 
their lives and relationships on Earth. Surely Jesus intended us 
to envision both Heaven and Hell as real places where there 
are real people who came from Earth. Every one of these 
teachings is directly or indirectly suggested in other passag-
es—but none as graphically or memorably as this one.   

When these people died on Earth, they relocated to 
Heaven (Rev 6:9-11). This demonstrates direct continuity be-
tween our identity on Earth and in Heaven. People in Heaven 
will be remembered for their lives on Earth. They ask God to 
intervene on Earth and to act on their behalf. In Heaven, peo-
ple desire understanding and pursue it. People in the present 
Heaven know what’s happening on Earth. Heaven dwellers 
have a deep concern for justice and retribution. The martyrs 
appear to have physical forms that John can see. God answers 
their question, indicating that we won’t know everything in 
Heaven. Those in the present Heaven live in anticipation of 
the future fulfillment of God’s promises. There is time in the 
present Heaven. Voice of the Martyrs estimates that more than 
150,000 people die for Christ each year. We should assume 
that what is true of those who John sees is also true of our 
loved ones already there and will be true of us when we die.  

 Because we’ll be held accountable for more than we 
presently remember (2 Cor 5:10; Mt 12:36), presumably our 
memory will be far better. Our righteous deeds on Earth will 
not be forgotten but “will follow” us to Heaven (Rev 14:13). 
Memory is a basic element of personality. The inhabitants of 
the present Heaven can see what’s happening on Earth (Rev 
6:9-11). Those on Earth may be ignorant of Heaven, but those 
in Heaven are not ignorant of Earth. Samuel remembered what 
Saul had done before Samuel died and he was aware of what 
had happened since he died (1 Sam 28:16-19). When called 
from Heaven to the Transfiguration on Earth, Moses and Eli-
jah “appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus” (Lk 
9:31). They seemed fully aware of the drama they’d stepped 
into, of what was currently transpiring on Earth, and of God’s 
redemptive plan about to be accomplished.  

The imagery of Hebrews 11 suggests that those saints 
are now watching us and cheering us on from the great stadi-

um of Heaven that looks down on the field of Earth. In Heav-
en, Christ watches closely what transpires on Earth, especially 
in the lives of God’s people (Rev 2-3). If God’s attention is on 
Earth, why wouldn’t the attention of his heavenly subjects by 
focused here as well? There are clear indications that the an-
gels know what is happening on Earth (1 Cor 4:9; 1 Tim 3:16, 
5:21). If angels, why not saints? 

The martyrs in Heaven pray to God (Rev 6:10), ask-
ing him to take specific action on Earth. Angels in Heaven see 
the torment of Hell, but it doesn’t negate their joy in God’s 
presence (Rev 14:10). Rev 21:4, the most often quoted on the 
subject of sorrow in Heaven, refers to the eternal Heaven, the 
New Earth. Happiness in Heaven is not based on ignorance 
but on perspective. Those who live in the presence of Christ 
find great joy in worshiping God and living as righteous be-
ings in rich fellowship in a sinless environment.  

Many religions, including Buddhism and Hinduism, 
characterize the afterlife as vague and intangible. Christianity 
specifically refutes this notion. We are homesick for Eden. We 
long for what the first man and woman once enjoyed—a per-
fect and beautiful Earth with God, each other, animals, and our 
environment. Every attempt at human progress has been an 
attempt to overcome what was lost in the Fall. If the eternal 
Heaven will be a New Earth, doesn’t that suggest that the cur-
rent Earth must be bursting with clues about what Heaven will 
be like? We’re told that Heaven is a city (Heb 11:10, 13:14) 
and a country (11:16). God doesn’t promise us a non-Earth. 
He promises as a New Earth. We’re told we’ll have resurrec-
tion bodies (1 Cor 15:40-44). In Heaven, we’ll rest 
(Rev14:13). We will serve Christ on the New Earth, working 
for his glory (Rev 22:3).  

The problem is not that the Bible doesn’t tell us much 
about Heaven. It’s that we don’t pay attention to what it tells 
us. We can only desire what we can imagine. Abraham “was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God” (Heb 11:10. If he was looking forward to 
it, don’t you think he was imagining what it would be like? In 
Revelation 21-22, the New Earth and New Jerusalem are por-
trayed as actual places, with detailed physical descriptions. 
The biblical doctrine of the New Earth implies something star-
tling: that if we want to know what the ultimate Heaven, our 
eternal home, will be like, the best place to start is by looking 
around us. The present Earth is as much a valid reference 
point for envisioning the New Earth as our present bodies are 
a valid reference point for envisioning our new bodies. After 
all, we’re living on the remnants of a perfect world, as the 
remnants of a perfect humanity. Christ came to redeem man-
kind and Earth in order to glorify himself and enjoy forever 
the company of men and women in a world he’s made for us. 
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In Genesis, God plants the Garden on Earth; in Reve-
lation, he brings down the New Jerusalem with a garden at its 
center, to the New Earth. In Eden, there’s no sin, death, or 
Curse; on the New Earth, there’s no more sin, death, or Curse. 
In Genesis, the Redeemer is promised; in Revelation, the Re-
deemer returns. Genesis tells the story of paradise lost; Reve-
lation tells the story of Paradise regained. In Genesis, humani-
ty’s stewardship is squandered; in Revelation, humanity’s 
stewardship is triumphant, empowered by the human and di-
vine King Jesus. These parallels are too remarkable to be any-
thing but deliberate. These mirror images demonstrate the 
perfect symmetry of God’s plan.  

Upon creating the heavens and the earth, he called 
them “very good.” Never once has he renounced his claim on 
what he made. Christ died not merely to make the best of a 
bad situation. He died so that mankind, Earth, and the universe 
itself would be renewed to forever proclaim his glory. God has 
never given up on his original creation. Yet somehow we’ve 
managed to overlook an entire biblical vocabulary that makes 
this point clear. Reconcile. Redeem. Restore. Recover. Return. 
Renew. Regenerate. Resurrect.  

 Most of Christ miracles are miracles of restora-
tion—to health, to life, to freedom from demonic possession. 
Jesus’ miracles provide us with a sample of the meaning of 
redemption: a freeing of creation from the shackles of sin and 
evil and a reinstatement of creaturely living as intended by 
God. Grace restores nature, making it whole once more. A 
time is coming when God will restore everything (Acts 3:21) 
to what we once were, what he designed us to be—fully em-
bodied, righteous beings. Whatever sin has touched and pol-
luted, God will redeem and cleanse. If redemption does not go 
as far as the curse of sin, then God has failed. Whatever the 
extent of the consequences of sin, so must the extent of re-
demption be.  

Even now, “The glory of the Lord fills the whole 
earth” (Numbers 14:21). But the universe will behold an even 
greater display of God’s glory, one that will involve redeemed 
men, women and nations on a redeemed earth. It is on Earth, 
God promises, that “the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and 
all mankind together will see it” (Is 40:5). Because Isaiah’s 
words about the Messiah’s first coming were so meticulously 
fulfilled, down to specific physical details, shouldn’t we as-
sume that his prophecies in subsequent chapters concerning 
life on the New Earth will likewise be literally and specifically 
fulfilled?   

What is now used for prideful and idolatrous purpos-
es will be used to the glory of God. God will destroy the idola-
trous misuse of good things. What we call heaven is life in a 
perfect world as God intended humanity to live it. In a sense, 

the expectation of a New Earth was implicit in the promise of 
Genesis 3:15.  

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world” (Mt 25:34). This kingdom is exactly where it has 
been from the beginning—on Earth. Earth is humanity’s God-
given property.  

“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 
live with them” (Rev 21:3). God will live with us on the New 
Earth. That will bring all things in heaven and on earth togeth-
er. When God walked with Adam and Eve in the Garden, 
Earth was Heaven’s backyard. The New Earth will be even 
more than that—it will be Heaven itself. And those who know 
Jesus will have the privilege of living there. Earth cannot be 
delivered from the Curse by being destroyed. It can only be 
delivered by being resurrected. The physical resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of redemption—both for man-
kind and for the earth.  

The Corinthian believers were immersed in the Greek 
philosophies of Platonism and dualism, which perceived a 
dichotomy between the spiritual and the physical. The biblical 
view of human nature, however, is radically different. Scrip-
ture indicates that God designed our bodies to be an integral 
part of our total being. Our physical bodies are an essential 
aspect of who we are, not just shells for our spirits to inhabit. 
God intended for our bodies to last as long as our souls. The 
doctrine of the resurrection of the body makes no sense what-
ever apart from the doctrine of the new earth. “In my flesh I 
will see God’ I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and 
not another (Job 19:26-27). 

Just as those reborn through salvation maintain conti-
nuity with the people they were, so too the world will be re-
born in continuity with the old world (Mt 19:28). Continuity is 
evident in passages that discuss resurrection (1 Cor 15:33). 
Comparing Matthew 17 and Revelation 1, it appears that the 
risen Christ, before his ascension, was not yet fully glorified.  

The redemption in Jesus Christ means the restoration 
of an original good creation. The breadth and depth of Christ’s 
redemptive work will escape us as long as we think it is lim-
ited to humanity. It is possible that even the 2nd law of ther-
modynamics may have been the product of mankind’s fall. I 
see no biblical evidence for the assumption that God designed 
his creation to fall into death, or that animal death predated 
mankind’s fall. Perhaps the whole creation came under our 
curse because it was all under our stewardship. I see no evi-
dence that suffering and death could be part of a world God 
called “very good.” If there was no food chain, then the animal 
world of Eden was different from the animal world we know 
today. Indeed, our entire ecosystem was likely changed more 
by the Fall than we can imagine.  
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What happens to our bodies and what happens to the 
creation go together. And what happens to our bodies is not 
annihilation but redemption. Our bodies will be redeemed, 
restored, made new, not thrown away. And so it is with the 
heavens and the earth. Paul doesn’t use analogies of death and 
destruction. He uses the analogy of childbirth: “The whole 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up until the present time” (Rom 8:22). 

Not only will some things that God has made survive 
his judgment, but so will some things we have done. Because 
God will resurrect the earth itself, we know that the resurrec-
tion of the dead extends to things that are inanimate. God re-
wards with permanency what is precious to his heart. What 
pleases him will not forever disappear.  

What thrilled New Testament believers was not that 
God would rule in Heaven—he already did. Their hope was 
that one day he would rule on Earth. Since where God dwells, 
there heaven is, we conclude that in the life to come heaven 
and earth will no longer be separated, but will be merged. 
When we read passages about a future earthly kingdom, we 
shouldn’t assume they refer to Heaven (Is 60). God’s people 
are not looking for deliverance from Earth, but deliverance on 
Earth.  

Our beliefs about the Millennium need not affect our 
view of the New Earth. The preoccupation with God’s estab-
lishment of an earthly kingdom couldn’t be more clear than it 
is in Isaiah 65: “Behold I will create new heavens and a new 
earth.” Those who insist that Revelation 21-22 should be un-
derstood figuratively must then also take all the Isaiah passag-
es figuratively. But Jewish scholars understood them literally 
and there’s every indication Jesus did too. We should expect 
Isaiah’s prophecies about the Messiah’s second coming and 
the New Earth to be literally fulfilled because his detailed 
prophecies regarding the Messiah’s first coming were literally 
fulfilled ( Is 52:13, 53: 4-12). Just as God’s judgment by water 
didn’t make the earth permanently uninhabitable, neither will 
God’s judgment by fire. The earth’s death will be no more 
final than our own. When we thing of eternity as a non-earthly 
spiritual state in which Earth is but a distant memory, we ac-
cuse God of failure and assume he will never accomplish a 
lasting state of righteousness on Earth.  

God who commends hospitality will not be outdone 
in his hospitality to us. Christ’s marriage to us is not an une-
qual yoke of a spiritual God to physical people—not only are 
we also spiritual, but Jesus, by incarnation and resurrection, is 
also physical. It is appropriate to think of Heaven in earthly 
matters, because it is Scripture itself that compels us to do so. 
We need not to be rescued from the world to cease being hu-
man, to stop caring for the world, to stop shaping human cul-
ture. What we need is the power to do these things according 

to the will of God. We, as well as the rest of creation, need to 
be redeemed.  

Nothing is more often misdiagnosed than our home-
sickness for Heaven. The very place we’ve always longed for, 
an Earth where God is fully glorified, is the place where we 
will live forever. He made us as we are—except the sin part, 
which has nothing to do with friends, eating, sport, gardening, 
or reading. What we love about this life are the things that 
resonate with the life we were made for. The things we love 
are not merely the best this life has to offer--they are a pre-
view of the greater life to come.  

No man ever saw God and lived. And yet, I shall not 
live till I see God; and when I have seen him, I shall never die 
(John Donne). If we don’t base our perspective of Heaven on a 
clear understanding of our coming bodily resurrection and the 
truth about the physical nature of the New Earth, our concept 
of being with God will be more like that of Eastern mysticism 
than of biblical Christianity. To see God’s face is to behold his 
beauty, which is the source of all lesser beauties.  

Not only will we see God, he will be the lens through 
which we see everything else—people, ourselves, and the 
events of this life. We desire many other things—but in desir-
ing them, it is really God we desire. God is the source of all 
lesser goods, so that when they satisfy us, it’s God himself 
who satisfies us. Because God is the ultimate source of joy, 
and all secondary joys emanate from him, to love secondary 
joys on Earth can be to love God, their source. Paul says it is 
demons and liars who portray the physical realm as unspiritu-
al, forbid people from the joys of marriage, including sex, and 
“order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created 
to be received with thanksgiving” (1 Tim 6:17). All secondary 
joys are derivative in nature. They cannot be separated from 
God. Flowers are beautiful for one reason—God is beautiful. 
Rainbows are stunning because God is stunning. Puppies are 
delightful because God is delightful. Sports are fun because 
God is fun. Study is rewarding because God is rewarding. 
Work is fulfilling because God is fulfilling. There is nothing 
greater or better than God himself and God has promised us 
himself.  

I do not hesitate to call the New Earth “heaven,” for 
where God makes his home is Heaven. When the apostle John 
was shown Heaven and wrote about it to the church, he rec-
orded the details—but first and foremost, he kept talking about 
Jesus. Just as the Holy of Holies contained the dazzling pres-
ence of God in ancient Israel, so will the New Jerusalem con-
tain his presence—but on a much larger scale—on the New 
Earth. The Holy of Holies in the Temple at Jerusalem was a 
perfect 30’ cube. The New Jerusalem itself will be a perfect 
cube, one that stretches 1400 miles in each direction (Rev 
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21:16). A place with Christ cannot be Hell. A place without 
Christ cannot be Heaven, only Hell.  

If it was our idea that God would serve us, it would 
be blasphemy. But it’s his idea. As husbands serve their wives 
and parents serve their children, God desires to serve us. All 
that is admirable and fascinating in human beings comes from 
their creator. 

There will be no church services in Heaven and no 
temple. Every legitimate activity of new creaturely life will be 
included within the life of worship of God’s people.  We can 
never get enough of God. There’s no end to what he knows, 
no end to what he can do, to who he is. He is mesmerizing to 
the depths of his being, and those depths will never be ex-
hausted. The world is full of praise-prompters—the New Earth 
will overflow with them. If you’ve ever had a taste of true 
worship, you crave more of it, never less. Without holiness on 
earth, we shall never be prepared to enjoy heaven. Fine linen 
stands for the righteous acts of the saints (Rev 19:8). Each 
prayer, gift, hour of fasting, all of these are the threads that 
have been woven together into this wedding dress.  

We will not know God exhaustively, but we will 
know him accurately. We were made for a person (Christ) and 
a place (Heaven). Next to the incarnate Christ, Heaven will 
tell us more about God than anything else. New covenant 
Christians, not just Israel, are heirs of the promises made to 
Abraham—and these promises center on possessing the land. 
The kingdoms of the world will become the Kingdom of 
Christ (Rev11:15). The King will delight to entrust the rule of 
the nations to those who served him faithfully when Earth 
lived under sin’s shadow. Theology 101: Do you not know 
that the saints will judge the world? Do you not know that we 
will judge angels? (1 Cor 6:2-3).  

Every citizen of Heaven will have an appointed role, 
one that fulfills him or her and contributes to the whole. That 
is God’s idea of Heaven. We are part of God’s family. Ruling 
the universe is the family business. We will rule other people 
and angels. There will be a social hierarchy of government, 
but there’s no indication of a relational hierarchy. Scripture 
teaches that our service for him now on Earth will be evaluat-
ed to help determine how we’ll serve him on the New Earth.  

The emphasis in the present heaven is on the absence 
of earth’s negatives, while in the future heaven it is the pres-
ence of earth’s positives. We’ve been conditioned to associate 
governing with self-promoting arrogance, corruption, inequali-
ty and inefficiency. But these are perversions, not inherent 
properties of leadership. Imagine responsibility, service, and 
leadership that’s pure joy. God, ruler of the universe, is living 
proof that ruling can and should be good.  

Some of the most qualified people to lead in Heaven 
will be those who don’t want to lead now. Some who are natu-

ral leaders here but have not been faithful will not be leaders 
in Heaven. Remember, it’s not the proud and confident who 
will inherit the earth and rule it; it’s the meek (Mt 5:5). The 
need for government didn’t come about as a result of sin. God 
governed the universe before Satan fell. Likewise, he created 
mankind as his image-bearers with the capacity for ruling be-
fore Adam and Eve sinned, God specifically commanded them 
to rule the earth. The King will delight to entrust the rule of 
the nations to those who served him faithfully when Earth 
lived under sin’s shadow. “Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Mt 25:23). His plan 
is for us to develop, as apprentices to Jesus, to the point where 
we can take our place in the ongoing creativity of the universe. 
Christ is not simply preparing a place for us; he is preparing us 
for that place. To be made in God’s image includes a cum-
minicative mandate: that through our creative industry as 
God’s subcreators, we should together make the invisible God 
visible.  

Had we been able to decide as children everything we 
would do or not do as adults, we would have robbed ourselves 
of countless joys. It’s not the proud and confident who will 
inherit earth and rule it; it’s the meek (Mt 5:5).  

Inventions and discoveries, the sciences and the arts, 
refinement and ennobling, in short, the advance of the human 
mind are through the will of God.  

“The saints of the Most High will receive the king-
dom and will possess it forever (Daniel 7:18). This statement 
makes clear both the kingdom’s location (Earth) and its dura-
tion (eternal). Under God’s covenant with Israel, the people 
never looked for the Messiah to reign in Heaven. That would 
be nothing new, because God already reigns in Heaven. It 
doesn’t say that the earth’s kingdoms will be destroyed, but 
that they will be “handed over” to the saints, placed under 
their just rule (vs 27).  

History demonstrates that when we try to build with-
out God as King, our “utopias” become hell on Earth. Notice 
that the Master rewards his faithful servants not by taking 
away responsibilities but by giving them greater ones (Rev 
7:14, 15). Reigning over cities will certainly not be “having 
nothing to do.” Those who rule cities on the New Earth will 
have leisure (rest) and will fully enjoy it, but they will have 
plenty to do.  

Pagan fables of paradise were dim and distorted rec-
ollections of Eden. Our world is a Shadowlands, a copy of 
something that once was, Eden, and yet will be, the New 
Earth. Although our citizenship in Heaven is present, our resi-
dence there is future.  

Presumably many other cities will be on the New 
Earth, such as those Jesus mentioned in the stewardship para-
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bles. (Lk 19:17-19). Among the ancients, the pearl was highest 
in value among the precious stones (Rev 21:21). Adam and 
Eve were designed to live forever, but to do so they likely 
needed to eat from the tree of life. Notice that there’s no men-
tion of a tree of the knowledge of good and evil to test us. We 
will freely eat the fruit of the same tree that nourished Adam 
and Eve: “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat 
from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God” (Rev 
2:7).  

Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the 
river (Ezekiel 47:12).  “Their leaves will not wither, nor will 
their fruit fail. Every month they will bear, because the water 
from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for 
food and their leaves for healing.” The city is full of rivers of 
life. It is also full of parks containing trees of life, which are 
full of fruit (Rev2:7). Our physical life and health, even our 
healing, comes not from our intrinsic immortal nature but 
from eating God’s provision in the fruit and leaves of the tree 
of life. Hence, our well-being is not granted once for all but 
will be forever sustained and renewed as we depend on him 
and draw from his provision. It appears that we will still have 
needs, but they will all be met.  

Just as “the tree” probably includes many trees, “the 
river” likely becomes many rivers, which in turn form lakes. 
Since this is the new Earth, we should expect geographical 
properties of Earth: mountains, waterfalls, and other natural 
wonders. We know that New Earth has at least one mountain, 
and we can assume it has hundreds or thousands of them (Rev 
21:10). God will make the new heavens, which will corre-
spond to the old and which will therefore include renewed 
versions of the planets, stars, nebulae, and galaxies God creat-
ed in the first heavens. 

We’ll live for eternity as finite beings. Time isn’t the 
problem; the Curse is. Time isn’t the enemy; death is (1 Cor 
15:26). Time predated sin and the Curse. Just as resurrected 
people will still have eyes, ears, and feet, a resurrected Earth 
will have rain, snow, and wind. Nature, including variations in 
climate, will be a source of joy and pleasure, not destruction. 
The “no more death” of Revelation 21 applies to living crea-
tures, people and animals, but not necessarily to vegetation.  

Three times in Revelation 21-22 the inhabitants of 
the New Earth are referred to as nations. The fact that people 
in Heaven can be called by the same name they had on Earth 
demonstrated they remain the same people. There will be no 
difference between duty and joy. The doctrines of judgment 
and eternal rewards depend on people’s retaining their distinct 
identities from this life to the next. 

No joy is greater than the joy of discovery. Hunger 
and thirst are good things if food and drink are freely availa-
ble, and God assures that on the new Earth they always will 

be. The promise of no more death is a promise of no more sin 
(Rom 6:23). Our eternal inability to sin has been purchased by 
Christ’s blood. We’ll be raised “incorruptible” (1 Cor 15:52). 
Once we see him as he is, then we’ll see all things for what 
they are. God won’t need to restrain us from sin. It will have 
absolutely no appeal. It will be unthinkable. The freedom of 
heaven is the freedom from sin. Innocence is the absence of 
sin, while righteousness is the presence of God’s holiness. 
We’ll know not only what righteousness is but also what sin 
is—or was. We’ll always know sin’s costs. Every time we see 
the scarred hands of King Jesus, we’ll remember. We’ll see 
sin as God does. It will be stripped of its illusions and will be 
utterly unappealing.  

We’ll know “fully” in the sense of accurately but not 
exhaustively. In Heaven we’ll be flawless, but not knowing 
everything isn’t a flaw. It’s part of being finite. The doctrine 
of continuity says that what we learn here carries over after 
death. The sense of wonder among Heaven’s inhabitants 
shows Heaven is not stagnant but fresh and stimulating, sug-
gesting an ever-deepening appreciation of God’s greatness 
(Rev 4-6). 

 When we enter Heaven, we’ll presumably begin with 
the knowledge we had at the time of our death. It’s not only 
truth we want, but also the pleasure of learning the truth.  In-
tellectual curiosity isn’t part of the Curse—it is God’s blessing 
on his image-bearers. He made us with fertile, curious minds 
so that we might seek truth and find him, our greatest source 
of pleasure. Every biblical genealogy is a testimony to God’s 
interest in history, heritage, and the unfolding of events on 
Earth.  

If we will eat, walk, serve, work, laugh, and play, 
why would we not sleep? Generally, unemployed people 
aren’t happy. God made people to need and desire others be-
sides himself. “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Gen 
2:18). God was with Adam in the Garden, yet God said that 
wasn’t good enough. Since meaningful human companionship 
turned God’s assessment of “not good” into a declaration of 
“very good” on the first Earth, we shouldn’t expect him to 
change his mind on the New Earth. One of the highest ways 
we love God is by loving people. Note the source of Paul’s 
deep longing and affection for his brothers and sister: Christ 
Jesus himself (Phil 1:7-8).  

Jesus promised that in Heaven, those who endured 
bad things on Earth would be comforted (Lk 15:25). The com-
fort implies memory of what happened. If we had no memory 
of the bad things, why would we need comfort? We will not 
love those in Hell because when we see Jesus as he is, we will 
love only whoever and whatever pleases and glorifies and 
reflects him. What we loved in those who died without Christ 
was God’s beauty we once saw in them. When God forever 
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withdraws from them, they’ll no longer bear his image and no 
longer reflect his beauty.  

God has made us learners. That’s part of being finite. 
Uniqueness and differences existed before sin and will exist 
after it. Throughout eternity we will live full, truly human 
lives, exploring and managing God’s creation to his glory. 
Though we go to the present Heaven one at a time as we die, 
all of us will be charter citizens of the New Earth. 

God is the creator of diversity, and diversity means 
“inequality” of gifting. (1 Cor 12:14-20). Because God prom-
ises to reward people differently according to their differing 
levels of faithfulness in this life, we should not expect equality 
of possessions and positions in Heaven. We live in a culture 
that worships equality, but we err when we reduce equality to 
sameness. A pint jar and a quart jar can both be full, but the 
larger jar contains more. Likewise, in Heaven all will be full 
of joy, but some may have a larger capacity for joy, having 
been stretched through their dependence on God in this life.  

Those faithful in serving Christ will not simply live in 
the new universe; they will own it, ruling it to the glory of the 
ultimate owner, God. Materialism, greed, envy, and selfish-
ness are sins; ownership is not. Racism is not only an injustice 
toward people but also a rejection of God’s very nature. Peace 
on Earth will be accomplished not by the abolition of our dif-
ferences but by a unifying loyalty to the King, a loyalty that 
transcends differences—and is enriched by them.  

“You have made them to be a kingdom” (Rev 5:10). 
One kingdom, one world, one government. This implies one 
shared central language. In reversing the Curse, God will re-
verse Babel. Instead of people’s building a city for their glory, 
God will build a city for them, uniting them for his glory. This 
common language would make it so that “nothing they plan to 
do will be impossible for them” (Gen 11:6). When the human 
heart is evil, that’s bad; when the heart is righteous, that’s 
good. A shared language will likely be God’s gift to empower 
us. Scripture explicitly tells us that resurrected nations will be 
part of the New Earth. There is every reason to believe we’ll 
see a resurrected Egypt, Rome, India, and China, etc.  

Animals were important in Eden; therefore, the prin-
ciple of continuity suggests that they’ll be important on the 
New Earth. People and animals share something unique: They 
are living beings. Because God has a future plan for both 
mankind and Earth, it strongly suggests that he has a future 
plan for animals as well. If the rescue of mankind in the ark is 
a picture of redemption, doesn’t the rescue of the animals in 
the ark also anticipate their restoration as part of God’s re-
demptive purposes? When Adam was created, God surround-
ed him with animals. When Noah was delivered from the 
Flood, God surrounded him with animals. When Jesus was 
born, God surrounded him with animals. 

Our belief that Heaven will be boring betrays a here-
sy—that God is boring. There’s no greater nonsense. Our de-
sire for pleasure and the experience of joy come directly from 
God’s hand. People assume Heaven is boring when their 
Christian lives are boring. That’s not God’s fault; it’s their 
own.  

God called animals by the names that Adam chose. 
This demonstrates the lofty and meaningful role that God 
grants us in molding and governing culture. Adam wasn’t just 
preserving creation; he was shaping it. The greatest novels, 
plays, and movies are stories of redemption. Les Miserables, 
The Chronicles of Narnia, or The Lord of the Rings draw their 
shape and power from the ultimate redemption story. In Heav-
en, as on earth, effective drama portrays a triumph of good 
over evil. Joy is the serious business of Heaven (C.S. Lewis). 
One of Satan’s great lies is that God is joyless and humorless, 
while Satan--and evil--brings pleasure and satisfaction. We 
take pleasure in exhilarating experiences not because of sin 
but because God wired us this way.  

 
[God never gave up on his original plan for human 

beings to dwell on Earth. God promises to those who follow 
Jesus a resurrected life in a resurrected body with the resur-
rected Christ on a resurrected Earth. Heaven isn’t an extrapo-
lation of earthly thinking; Earth is an extension of Heaven. 
Rather than ignore our imagination, we should fuel it with 
Scripture. The present Earth is as much a valid reference point 
for envisioning the New Earth as our present bodies are a valid 
reference point for envisioning our new bodies. What we call 
heaven is life in a perfect world as God intended humanity to 
live it. Perhaps the whole creation came under our curse be-
cause it was all under our stewardship. Nothing is more often 
misdiagnosed than our homesickness for Heaven. What we 
love about this life are the things that resonate with the life we 
were made for. The King will delight to entrust the rule of the 
nations to those who served him faithfully when Earth lived 
under sin’s shadow.] 


