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Through prayer, God’s purpose is accomplished and Sa-
tan’s intentions are broken. Only those who ask are given; only 
those who seek find; and only those who knock enter in Mt 7:7. Ye 
have not, because you ask not (James 4:2). Why does He wait for 
us to knock? Here we see a principle of God’s working---that we 
must pray before God will rise up and work. He will not fulfill 
His will alone. He will perform only after we show our sympathy 
in prayer. Prayer is an act of us working together with God, the 
union of our thought with the will of God. Our prayer is the voic-
ing of the Lord’s will in heaven. It is speaking out the will of 
God.  

Prayer doesn’t alter what God has determined. It merely 
achieves what He had already foreordained. Prayerlessness ef-
fects a change because God will let many of His resolutions go 
suspended due to the lack from us of prayerful cooperation with 
Him. There are many things which need to be bound, but God 
will not bind them by himself alone. He wants us to bind them on 
earth first, and then He will bind them in heaven. He waits until 
we loose them on earth to loose them in heaven. God takes great 
delight in putting all His works under the control of His people. 
Ask me of the things that are to come; concerning my sons, and 
concerning the work of my hands, command ye me (Is 45:11). 
God desires us to command Him! He binds in heaven what has 
been bound on earth because that has always been His will. The 
very fact that God is willing to hear the command of His people 
and bind what they have bound is evidence that He has already 
willed to so bind.  

Why does God not bind earlier? Why must He wait for 
earth to bind before He will bind in heaven, before He binds that 
which He has long desired to bind? By answering these questions, 
we may become more useful in God’s hand. He creates us that we 
may be united with Him in defeating Satan and his works. Being 
created with a free will, we are expected to exercise it for union 
with God’s will in opposing the will of Satan. This is the purpose 
of both creation and redemption.  

God refuses to act alone. He exalts us by asking us to 
work with Him and delights in having His almightiness circum-
scribed by us. Because we mind too much our own affairs and fail 
to work together with God, many enemies and much lawlessness 
are not bound, many sinners and much grace are not released. 
How greatly restricted is heaven by earth! Prayer is the occasion 
to express our desire for God’s will. Aside from this, there is no 
such thing as prayer. 

Selfishness is no less evident in prayer than other areas! 
We often think of prayer as an outlet for expressing what we need 
as our cry to God for help. We do not see that prayer is the asking 
of God to fulfill His needs. Whenever we are in want, we should 
first inquire: Will such lack affect God? Or is it His will to supply 
my need? The question is no longer whether your need is met but 
whether God’s will is done. We frequently assign to our own 
needs the priority. Our needs should be lost in God’s will--so 

filled with His will that we forget our own interests. He calls us to 
work with Him to accomplish His will. The way of working to-
gether is prayer—that’s real work. Unless we are completely 
weaned from ourselves, we will not like what He likes, nor seek 
what He seeks, nor pray what He wants us to pray. The Lord 
looks for His children to be united with His will and declare such 
union through prayer.  

Prayer is the rail for God’s work. Indeed, prayer is to 
God’s will as rails are to a train. It can go nowhere that rails ha-
ven’t been laid. Many are the things which God wills to do, but 
His hands are bound because we do not sympathize with Him and 
have not prayed so as to prepare ways for Him. Our most im-
portant work is to prepare the way of the Lord. 

We strive before God as if in conflict because His will is 
being blocked by either men or the devil. Our striving is against 
all that is opposed to God so that He may fulfill His will. We are 
unable to pray as fellow-workers of God unless we know what 
His will is. (Luke 10) If God by himself sends out laborers, Christ 
would not have ordered us to pray to the Lord of the harvest that 
He send forth laborers! If working together with God is not essen-
tial, what is the use of continuous intercession of our Lord in 
heaven?  

He refuses to work in areas where there are no prayers 
and where we are not united with His will. The highest motive of 
prayer is to join our will with God’s so the He may be able to 
work.  Mine eyes anticipated the night-watches, that I might med-
itate on thy word (Ps 119: 147, 148). One who prays not only 
approaches God but also frequently enters into God’s will; his 
thought often enters into God’s thought. There is a kind of prayer 
which comes out of God’s own need. It is of God and initiated by 
God. We must not only often appear before God but also allow 
our will to enter into His will, our thought must be entered into 
His thought. If we habitually live in the Lord’s presence, we are 
given to know His will and thoughts. And His divine will and 
thoughts quite naturally become our own desires, which we then 
express in prayer.  

As we touch a little of His will and thought we come to 
understand more of how He works and what He requires of us so 
that the will and thought of God which we know and enter into 
becomes in us and our prayer.  And such prayer is of great value. 
The longing of God was reproduced in Daniel and became Dan-
iel’s desire. We don’t need more words; we need a touching of 
the Lord’s mind. Let the Spirit of God lead us into the intent of 
God’s heart. As we bring our will and thought to God, His own 
will and thought begins to be reproduced in us and becomes our 
will and thought. As we let His Spirit merge our will into God’s 
will and our thought into God’s thought, we discover within us a 
deep longing which is a reproduction of His will and thought. 
Then prayer and intercession will issue forth from within us. We 
pray the will of God which has been reproduced in us and has 
become our will.  
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When we so pray, our prayer will shake up hell and af-
fect Satan. Nothing of the will of God is ever released without 
passing through man, and nothing of the will of God released 
through man is ever free from an encounter with the power of 
Satan. To remove Satan’s opposition requires prayer.  

After God has initiated something, He pauses in its exe-
cution until we pray, as He delights in fulfilling His will through 
His children. The Lord waits for us to pray and the content of 
God’s will is entirely decided by God himself; we do not make, 
nor even participate in, the decision. Yet the doing of His will is 
governed by our prayer. God’s will is like a train, whereas our 
prayer is like the rails of a train. A train may travel to any place, 
except that it must run on rails. It can only run to places where 
rails have been laid. All valuable prayers (like a train’s rails) pave 
the way for God.  

When God created man he gave him a free will because 
He wants man to cooperate with Him in dealing with Satan. We 
don’t know why, but God has chosen and delights in doing it this 
way. When the Lord wishes to do a thing, He first puts His own 
thought in us through the Holy Spirit. Only after we have turned 
this thought into prayer will He perform it. Prayers which are in 
accordance with God’s will originate from God, as revealed to us 
by the Holy Spirit, and return to God through prayer.   
 Some ask why the Lord does not save more sinners, 
why He does not cause every believer to overcome. He would 
undoubtedly do such works if people would only pray. He is not 
unwilling to work; He simply wants first to obtain a people who 
will work with Him. As the Lord cannot deny His own will, so He 
will not coerce ours. God does not wish to do anything inde-
pendently, because He chooses to have men cooperate with Him. 
Our prayers should therefore serve the purpose of laying down a 
huge spiritual network of railroad tracks. As a brother leaves on a 
trip, you should pray for his health, luggage, the train he will ride, 
even the time of the train, his rest and food on the train, and peo-
ple he will meet on the train. You should also pray for everything 
he will be involved in after he disembarks: pray for the place 
where he will stay, for the neighbors, even for the things he will 
read; also pray for his work—the time involved in it, as well as all 
other things connected with the work. This extensive prayer will 
make it most difficult for Satan to find a loophole through which 
to attack him.  
 God’s will awaits the prayers of men. Were we to pray 
as soon as the burden comes upon us, prayer would not become a 
weight; it would instead be light and pleasant. If we have no 
prayer burden, God cannot use us in His work. Whenever there is 
a prayer burden we should immediately ask, “Father, what do you 
want me to pray for? What is it which you wish to accomplish 
that need me to pray?” If the burden grows too heavy and it can-
not be discharged by prayer, then we should fast. Fasting is able 
to help us discharge the heaviest of burdens. There needs to be 
prayer until the burden is discharged. Burden is the secret of 
prayer.  

 The sensible prayer of a carnal Christian stresses solely 
his own welfare. His motive in prayer is to benefit himself. The 
spiritual progress of a saint can therefore be judged by the empha-
sis seen in his prayer.  
 Those who have not believed in the Lord are the devil’s 
children (John 8:44). Part of the most urgent work of ours today 
is to generate a heart of hatred towards Satan for his cruelty. What 
we have suffered at Satan’s hand is a real grievance which must 
be avenged. O Lord bind the strong man (Mt 12:29). Please de-
stroy his work in us, destroy his manipulation over our work, 
destroy his devices in our environment, and destroy all his works 
(I Jn 3:8). The Lord rebuke thee (Jude 9). Whenever the devil 
causes us or our friends or relatives to hinder doing God’s will we 
may ask God to put Satan behind us (Mt 15:23). Shall not God 
avenge his elect, that cry to him day and night? (Lk 18:7). Every 
time the enemy is accused, he is restricted by God from hurting 
us.   God waits for us to express our sympathy with His will 
through prayer before doing anything. Just as the judge in the 
parable would not have avenged the widow if she had not come 
and pleaded her cause, so God today will not avenge us if we do 
not pray against Satan. When the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth? At the time of His return people will lack faith 
in praying about this matter.  
 In praying for such a colossal subject as the Kingdom of 
God, it requires the strength of the whole church. Why does the 
Lord not answer immediately? Why should the days of His si-
lence be prolonged? God needs a full reaction from His people. 
Sometimes such constant prayer is necessary due to a certain kind 
of need or environment or, because of the strongholds which Sa-
tan builds, more intensified prayer is required to destroy them (Mt 
7:7,8; Mk 9:28,29). The loss of consecration means the loss of 
power, and the loss of testimony signifies the loss of the presence 
of God. Satan knew that the source of Samson’s power lay in his 
consecration. 
 Ask God to give you this sense of detestation—which is 
to loathe Satan and be angry with him! We should not be angry at 
those who are used by Satan. 
  
[He creates and redeems us that we may be united with Him in 
defeating Satan and his works.  God refuses to act alone and calls 
us to work with Him to accomplish His will. The way of working 
together is prayer—the real work. Prayer is the rail for God’s 
work. Indeed, prayer is to God’s will as rails are to a train. He 
refuses to work in areas where there are no prayers and where we 
are not united with His will. As we bring our will and thought to 
God, His own will and thought begins to be reproduced in us and 
becomes our will and thought. If we have no prayer burden, God 
cannot use us in His work. If the burden grows too heavy and it 
cannot be discharged by prayer, then we should fast. Burden is 
the secret of prayer. The sensible prayer of a carnal Christian 
stresses solely his own welfare. The spiritual progress of a saint 
can therefore be judged by the emphasis seen in his prayer.] 

 


